Frank Ewar't LAMBERT

Born 18914
Killed in Actf2d&én horSePitedmber 1917, age (23
Buried Grave XI11. D. 13, Hooge Crjfater C
|l eper ;ViVdeasntder en, Bel gi um
Uni t 1°Battalion Cambridgeshire Regi ment
Rank Sergeant , Service Number 325103
Awar ds 191145 Star, British War Me d a | and V
Frank Ewar twalsamhertson of John Lambert (1858 | sl eham)
Hought on, 1858 I sl eham). John was a wheel wright and
where the three el dest boys Ernest (1882), Harol d (1¢
moved first to Coldham Lane in Cambridge, then to Wat
hi mself (1894), and Maud (1897) were born. I'n the 1¢
Waterside with their father as wheel wrightoés apprenti
Foll owing the death of Frankdés father John in 1904, t
Census only Fred, Frank and Maud were still 1living at
journeyman painter and plumber, and Fred was working
was still l'iving in Ely and working as a carpenter, |
wat erworks superintendent at Br agdgn i N g ol Kk, whi |
wor king as a letterpress compos g in U
Frank was a member of the City o pl ay e«
euphodtbe photograph to the righ t he Be
group photograph of 1914. Five amber s
Frank worked as a painter and pl eorge /
Mar yb6s Streetr,eshleyx.t ele bwashifs e my wh o
knew hi mo
Frank was amongst the first youn o volur
the War and enlisted with the 1o s hire Re
( originally service number 1212). Frank and the 1st
Cambridgeshire Regiment reached France on 14t h Febr
for two and a half years, during which time he was pt
Battalion was engaged included: 1915 The action of St
fighting on the Ancre, The Battle of Thiepval Ri dge,
Ancre. ; 1917 The Battle of Pilkem Ridge, The Battl e ¢
Ri dge. On the day Frank was killed the Cambridgeshir
area of flat ground pitted with shel/l hol es which was:c
a. m the German machine guns took a heavy toll and Fr
James Fitch who fell in the same attack. The brief 1
acting snaij@eamwthen he died, although this d
medal card.
Frankdéds effects were divided amongst his f;
mot her Rebecca receiving A17, and each of |
‘Frank was commemorated on the Holy Trinity

Pl ace Memori al



Stanl ey Diver LAMBERT
Born 18914
Killed in Actllen dnulDi d®16, age 22
Commemor ated |Pier and Face 1 C and 2 A , |[Thiepyv
Somme, France
Uni t 1iBattalion Suffolk Regi ment
RanKk Private, Service Number 16256
Awar ds British War Medal and Victorly Meda
Stanl ey wambéotn in March, Cambridgeshire, in 1894
I n the 1901 Census Stanley can be found | iving with
|l sl eham) and Elizabeth (nee Lambert, 1852, |l sl eham),
Prickwill ow. James Brown was a horsekeeper on one of
l'ived in West Row for many years and raised their owr
El'i zabeth came from a | arge family, and Stanley appec:¢
his wife Clara Metcalf, whom she and James had agr eec
By 1911 Stanley was also working as a farm | abourer
employer, Josiah Ambrose (1858 Littleport) at Burnt [
had died, but his wuncle was still living in West Row
Stanl ey was one of several young Ely men who enlistec
Regi ment , originally a Territorial Battalion, and wa:¢
Stanley survived six months at the Front and was kil
battle in which thedtlha hB aBtattldbemha@fo nAli meorBta ptaaft i on was ¢
attack towar dBhiLsa wad sied Ifeact the first day of the gr-r
day on which four EIly men fighting with the Suffol k I
of these men were not found, and this included Stanl e
Stanley is commemorated on the Prickwillow War Memor.
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am LAVENDER

Born 1888
Killed in Actl|2dn homMabicend 1918, age 30
Commemor ated |[Panel 25, Pozieres Memorial,
Somme, France
Unit 77'Battalion Suffolk Regi ment
Rank Privat e, Service Number 325088
Awar ds British War Medal and Victorly Meda
Wil liam Lwavse ntdheer second son of John Lavender (1856, E
El y). He and his siblings were all born in Ely: Hanrt
(1881); William (1888); John (1890); and Joseph (1809:
John Lavender worked as a farm | abourer (1881, 1891)
Lavender family Ilived permanently with four other far
St Maryds Street, EIy. In the 1901 Census, although
as an errand boy for a fish sal esman. Hi s ol der br ot
Williamd sister Kate died in 1895, his father John di
1910, all at the Plough and Fl eece. William had moveé
Fl orence Esther Rigden (1889 Kingston on Thames, Sur:
a period Williamés brother Harry Ilived with the fami/l
worked as a brewerdés | abour el
still a groom in 1911. I n t}
worked for almost fifteen yes:
Messers Cutlack and Harl ocko:s
At the outbreak of the War Wi
a member of the Territorials
joined on 31st July 1914, anc
first with the Cambridgeshir e
(Service Number 1162). He we
France for the first time in
was then invalided out the foc
pneumonia and pleurisy He wée
to the Suffolk Regiment and 1
Front with them in January of
March 1918 there was chaos al
Western Front as the Germans
Al'lied Forces back over the ¢
Williambds unit were defendi ng
Head (on itAnei eAlsbheRotad) on 26t
March; from here they were dr
three hundred yards where t he
holding the new position for
William fell in defence of t}
The German tide was finally t
August , but during the inter
14,000 were killed in action
il osto. These men are ¢ 0mme
together on the Pozieres Mem
Wi |l I i am LAav.ennedwesr .of hi s death
occasioned widespread regret
where he was extremely well I
on the | eft




Williamés widow Florence appears to have had a daugh
husbandds deat h.

William is commemorated on the Memori al in St Maryds



Geoffrey LAWRENCE

Born 1893
Killed in Actli2o4nt horNoDvieemdber 1918, age 25
Buried Grave 5. E. 13., Dar Es Sal agam War
Tanzani a
Uni t 1°Battalion Cambridgeshire Regi ment
66 Depot, Kingds African Rifles
Rank Sergeant , Service Number 32503
Awar ds British War Medal and Victorly Meda
Geoffrey LdwWOe8S8ndEd y) was the illegitimate son of twen
EIl v) . Louisa | eft her son with her parents and movVvec
Willie Hobbs (1873 Ringwood, Hampshire) in Wandswortt
Wi mbl edon, then in Bal ham. Through his mother6s marr
(1900 Wi mbledon) .
The 1901 Census shows Geoffrey was | iving on Back Dr
William Lawrence (1847, Ely) and Harriet (1849, Stunt
as a small far mer . Further along the drove was the [
(1881 Stuntney) and his family; William was a hor sekeée
Geoffreyds grandmother died.
I't is unsurprising that Geoffrey himself became a f ar
Queen Adel aide and boarding with his employer Charl
and a publican. Geoffrey appears to have effectivel.
Fred Smith (1885 Queen Adel aide). Geof freyds uncl e \
particular interest in their nephew and it appears tt
task of arranging for him to be commemorated on the
the Ely (Market Place abg Hbhlyg TrimeitheyMemembsal ges \
Pl ough I nn in EIvy.
Geoffey enlisted with the Cambridgeshire Regiment (or
wounded while serving on the Western Front. He subsce
a result of which he was attached as a sergeant to ¢t}
a year in Europe before being sent to Africa in Septe
of white British officers and native troops, and was
territories in Africa. With the outbreak of the War
footing against the German col o-Nbabetkoopaduwdee Gance
need of reinforcements. Nearly 400,000 Allied sol
bureaucrats, and support personnel participated in t1l
in the field by an additional 600 " mmmimiam D car er
of the British troops in action i > ied, bt
died of disease as were killed in f i s was
Geofdmiey aunt and uncle received 20t h N
1918 to say that he was dangerous nfl uen:
The Germans in East Africa surren Novemlt
t welve days after the European Ar Geof fr e
|l ater of his pneumoni a in Labora nam
Geoffrey Lawrence was commemor at el El'y Ma:
and Holy Trinity Memorials. He w 2d on tt
St Etheldredads Chudtchi $ nclQueeln IiA t e
dwel l i ng.




Harry LAWRENCE

Born 7th June 1897
Killed in Actli203nr dorOcltioebder 1917, age 20
Buried Gr ave X1 1 E. 19. , Dozinghem Mil

Westvleteren, Nobobpandegen, WB8g1 gi um
Uni t 8™ Battalion Norfolk Regiment
Rank Lance Corporal, Service Number
Awar ds British War Medal and Victorly Meda
Harry Lawtr&nteEly) was the fifth of the six children
Day (1852, EIly). His ol der brothers and sisters wer ¢
Louise (1891 Ely) and James (1894 Ely) and his younge
Joseph and Mary had married and | ived for a few year:
town of EIly where they |ived in West End and Joseph
moved to Newnham Street and Joseph had his own carpert
several men. Including his eldest son Joseph. The 1¢
assisted in the family business, and this is probabl
once he left school Harry was also an able singer,
1905 to 1912.
The Lawrences moved away from Ely and Joseph and Mar
Tuddenham, East Der eham, Norfolk, then at Mil/l Far m,
Curtis in 1912 and remained at EIlvy Harry himself we
up, and he enlisted in the 3rd Battalion of the Norfc
after his nineteenth birthday.
Harry was a well #&hiowea ®ahl et@dandt asurprising that v
Felixstowe he was identified to be a gym instructor ¢
not go out to France wuntil 7th August 1917, where he
first with the 9th Battalion, then with the 8th Batteé
Passchendael e and died of wounds at one of the Casl
Dozinghem
Joseph and Mary Lawrence ultimately returned to Ely &
1943 respectively); Harry is remembered on their gr a\
was killed in the Great War o I't echoed the words t
l oved ®Wyadd eal laway from us but not forgotteno. Harr
memor i al in Ely Cathedral as well as on Ely Market PI



Wal ter LAWRENCE

Born 1892
Killed in Act|ld&n homrebirauchry 1919, age 27
Buried Grave O. B. " UUpPoOTLr85n.t, Oeenveatrekr y ,
Nottinghamshire,
Uni t 61'2Mot or Transport Company., Royal
Ran k Privat e, Service Number M2/|156231
Awar ds British War Medal and Victorly Meda
Wal ter Lawmrsendhe youngest son of Abraham Lawrence (18
Hannah (nee Cross, 1855 Elvy). The Lawrence children
Ely, which was part of the group of cottages which mze
Charlotte (1877 ), Henry (1878 ), George (1881 ), Wil
(1892), Anna (1895) and Emily (1901). Abraham was ¢
Et heldredads Church in Queen Adel aide, and the famil\
Waterden Fen near Queen Adel ai de. Wal ter was a meml
By the time of the 1911 Census Walter was employed a:s
Dr William George Dunwoody atpoBBerntombMaotdt iSnglams hiNreav.:
Queen Adel aide, only his youngest sisters Anna and Er
Hannah.
Late in 1915 Walter married Mary Elizabeth Selby (18¢
a cook who worked in Newark Hospital. The coupl e | i\
worked as a motor driver for a | ocal brewer .
Wal ter enlisted in Royal Army service Corps where h i
member of Moher6T2 ansport Company, The 612th MTC was
formed in January 1916 and remained at York throughot
Company. Wal ter, however, was soon posted away to tt
France.
Wal ter survived the War but died in Newark Military I
was at his side to the end. Hi s employer has appliec
but, at Dunkirk, Walter caught a bad chill while enr
sweeping through Europe) and was so anxious to conti:
advice. He arrived home fiin a bad wayo and was 71 ushe
time the pneumonia had progressed too far, and he pa:c
Wal ter is remembered on the Ely Market Place Memori al
Memor i al in St Mary's Church, Newark on Trent. He we
Et hel dredads Chur ciht hins Qubhewernc hPAdied anaodvwe a private dwell



Al fred LAYTON

Born 1885
Killed in Act|8darm drbbDiuady 1915, age 29
Commemor ated ([(Panel 21, Ypres (Menin Gate)l Memor

|l eper ;ViVdeasntder en, Bel gi um
Uni t 2"Battalion Suffolk Regi ment
Ran k Privat e, Service Number 3/ 9442
Awar ds 191145 Star, British War Me d a and V
Al fred waytwmorn in Ely in the autumn of 1885; al most
Joseph Layton (1846, EIly) died on August 23rd 1887.
Witchford) was |l eft with six children in the househol
a | abourer with Great Eastern Rail ways. Al fredds f i\
William (1871, Witchford), Walter (1875 Witchford), f
EIl v) . Sadly a year after Johnds deat h, in 1888, the
I n the 1891 Census the family had moved from Walpol e
had her three youngest children at home; the only once
Frederick who was a bakerdés assistant.
Late in 1894 Mary married farm worker John Frazer (1¢
house on Broad Street with Mary, Frederick and Al frec
became a builderdés | abourer and Alfred was a farm wot
Al freddés mother Mary died just after the outbreak of
to fight soon afterwards.
I n October 1914 Alfred originally intended to enlist
Regi ment, but was soon placed in the Suffolk Regi mer
did not survive very long before he was killed in act
ot her El'y men who wrote home to their families about
Page was the one featurm@ld mnsaothry |l toecasanetwhagptapmy : Sund
who used to go to chapel with me in days gone by, poc
when a sniper Hepbtetr é¢éd Phigm. @i msel f was killed a year |
Al fredbds effects were divided amongst his siblings af
the others all received Al g ; = 1915.
did not | eave anything for Frazer
actually died in February
Al fred is commemorated on y and I
Mar ket Pl ace Memori al s.




Thomas LAYTON
Born 6th November 1898
Killed in Actf2dstorSePitednber 1918, age 19
Buried Grave || A 7 Meat h Cemet|lery,

Vi |l Gar sl ai n, Nor d, France

Uni t 1°Battalion The Queends (Royal West
Ran k Privat e, Service Number G/|25299
Awar ds British War Medal and Victorly Meda
Thomas Lwayds omorn | ate in 1898 to Thomas Layton (1873
Littleport).
I n the 1901 Census Thomas and his mother Ann were |
Fieldside, EI v. Hi s grandfather Thomas Chapman was
lived in the house, was a bricklayer, while Ann was
household was Thomas6 half brother John Chapman (189
Thomas first attended the EIly Boys School in Silver
boys of his year to be offered a free place at Needh
13th February 1911
I n the 1911 Census Thomas Layton senior and Ann were
junior and two more children, Anne Rose (1902 Ely) a
was a chimney sweep and John Chapman had taken up fa
more young Laytons were to follow John (1911), Dor
The Laytons attended the Countess of Huntingdondés Fr
In May 1915 Thomas was empl rn Ra
at Ely Station
On 20th January 1917 Thomas th Tr a
Battalion at Newmarket and e with
he served for nearly twelve i s bat
Battle of Messines, the Bat t he Ba
defence of Newuve Eglise, th Kemmel
for and recapture of Ridge of th
outposts of the Ger man Hind died i
"Targell e Ravine" and " Pige e vill
he is buried. Hi s Battali.i in at
lines in the Tregelle Valle i fican
machine gun fire.
The | ocal newspaper reported: fi His death came as a
him home on | eave any day. o0
The familyés choice of words to mark his gravestone
acceptance: AThy Wil be Doneo.
Thomasodé effects of A3 13s were sent to his mother An
Thomas is commemorated on the Ely Market Place Memor
Church as well as at the Countess of Huntingdonds Fr
Great Eastern Railways he is also commemorated on th
Liverpool Street Station, London.
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Benjamin LEE
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Born 1895
Killed in Actlfl®dn horApbDiied 1915, age 20
Buried Grave | . E. 8. La Clytte Mi|litary
Heuvell atvd aaWedet en, Bel gi um
Uni t 2"Battalion Suffolk Regi ment
Ran k Privat e, Service Number 15507
Awar ds 191145 Star, British War Me d a | and
George Lee (1864, Queen Adel aide, EIly) and his wife
Adel aide (then known simply as fAAdel aideo); Benjamin
David BEHYZAML $95) ; Emily (1897); George (1899); Ann
(1908) .
Benjamindéds father Il i ke most men | iving in the Fens
grandfather Thomas Lee (1841 Queen Adel aide) was wor
Rail way and |living with the family in Prickwillow RO
1901 and 1911 Censuses. The | atter census shows tha
their father onto the farms when they | eft school
72 years old, and would have been a constant presenc
grandson (died April 1925)
Benjamin was amongst the first to enlist (on 21st Se
St Edmunds, and without the opportunity to have one
Suffolk Regiment on 17th February 1915, where he su
Il ndependent Press of 23rd April 1915 carried the new
iThe death has occurred at a hospital in France of P
Adel ai de Fen, El y. He was in the 2nd Suffol ks, whic
|l etter which Mrs Lee has received from fH. Mar shal |,
Division, it is stated that Pte. Lee ficame to the
his head. He was unconscious all the time, and pas
away about 11.00 a. m. I was able to be with him at
end, and say the | ast prayer for him. We buried him
the afternoon in our I|little soldiersé cemetery. Hi s
be marked with a cross, on which his name wil| be
inscribed, and the soldiers wildl pl ant flowers there.
writer expressed his sympathy, and concluded with
congratulations on such a heroic son. 0
Benjamin was killed in the |lines at Vierstraat durin
timehe fact that he was killed by a shot to the head
suggests he fell victim to an enemy sniper.
Benjaminds effects, sent to his father George, consi
A4 5d in 1915 and A3 after the War.
Benjamin Lee was commemorated on the Holy Trinity an
Mar ket Pl ace Memorials in EIly. He was also listed o
Rol | of Honour in St Etheldredaés Church in Queen
Adel dides church is now a private dwelling
An filn Memoriamd notice for Benjamin in 1921 tells wu
his brother David Adied February 12th 1921, of illne
contracted when serving his country, age 29 yearso.



